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Word from the president 

 

We have celebrated our 350th year for 3 
times now. 

 

In fact, the Blanchet and Blanchette Family 
Association has celebrated 3 events in the last 25 
years, calling them the 350th. The first time, in 
1996 during the Great Reunion, was to mark the 
birth (1646) of our ancestor Pierre Blanchet; the 
second time, in 2015, we commemorated the 
arrival of our ancestor in New France by 
unveiling a stone on the left side of the church in 
Saint-Pierre-de-la-Rivière- du-Sud. And finally, 
this year, we celebrated the 350th anniversary of 
the marriage of Marie Fournier (1670) (2 years 
late due to the pandemic). 

We held this event in Montmagny, close to the 
place where the families of Guillaume Fournier 
and Pierre Blanchet first settled in the region. For 
the third time, we collaborated with the 
Association des Fournier d'Amérique; first, the 
2017 joint gathering at the memorial sites of the 
Fournier and Blanchet-te ancestors upon their 
arrival in Quebec City; second, the unveiling of 
the commemorative plaque at the Berceau de 
Saint- Pierre last year; and third, this summer's 
gathering. By organizing these events together, 
we have a critical mass for creativity and the 
distribution of tasks and costs that allow for an 
affordable and almost self-financing event. 

On Saturday, August 20, 2022, we first 
held our respective general assemblies. 
We celebrated the 25th anniversary of the 
incorporation of our Association in 1997. 
Before lunch, Bishop Bertrand Blanchet 

shared a memorable Benediction with us. "The 
topics of discussion were "How can we thank 
God for the gift of life from our ancestors" and 
"What can we ask of God for the future? There 
are many anxious questions on the minds of our 
fellow citizens today; let's think about the wealth 
gap, the climate crisis, the preservation of the 
environment, mental health, young people who 
are searching for the meaning of their lives... It 
was a great opportunity to thank Msgr. Bertrand 
for his 25 years of service in the Association. 

In the afternoon, by bus, we visited the Fournier 
and Blanchet memorial sites in Montmagny and 
Saint-Pierre. The whole thing ended with a hot 
supper. It was a wonderful day; the place, the 
weather, the collaboration between us; everything 
was magnificent. Thank you to the people 
involved! Thank you to the Forklift Committee! 
Thank you to the Creator of so much beauty and 
goodness! 

All this pride in having a builder's name, we can 
pass it on to our family and relatives. You know 
that you can sign up one of your children or a 
family member for $10.00 the first year when you 
renew in January. Then, if the person develops an 
interest, they can take out a regular membership 
in their name. 

A sign of hope: a new administrator has joined 
our valiant Board, in the person of Claude 
Blanchet. We welcome him. He will no doubt 
discover that in (Continue on page 4: word from 
the president
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(Continued: word from the president) 

the buns find warmth, flavor and the 
desire to return. Since there is still a 
position available on the Board of 
Directors, I would like to take this 
opportunity to invite you to give us a 
shout. You will be surprised at what you 
will discover. You'll think, "I would have 
missed out if I hadn't raised my hand to 
join this crew. 

Let's sing together "Friends, let's go 
quietly, the fishing will be good; the 
moon that shines will light up the night..." 

Happy Thanksgiving and Happy Fall! 
Paul-Yvon Blanchette, président. 
 
A remarkable commitment 

 
Our president sent me a volume entitled 
"Foi chrétienne et engagement social. 
Solidarity and hope in Quebec City". It is 
about the commitment of three couples, 
including our president and his wife 
Florence Paquet, as well as that of a 
priest, Jean Picher. 
 
In his introduction, Paul-Yvon says: "We 
wanted to avoid falling into boredom and 
oblivion and we wanted to give a slice of 
life to the new generations. (...) You will 
discover that these people share a common 
point, that of a Christian commitment of 
more than fifty years in the service of a 
more just and fraternal society. This adds 
up to multiple commitments in the struggle 
for social housing, trade unionism, 
cooperation, the survival of primary and 
secondary schools, municipal politics, to 
name but a few examples. 
 
These various forms of engagement were 

carried out in the lower town of Quebec City, 
where the less privileged people lived, over a 
period of about fifty years. This is not a small 
thing and it deserves to be known. 
 
Of course, I was most interested in our president 
and his wife. The stories they tell in the book 
have aroused my admiration. I would say that a 
common thread links them all: they have been 
true to themselves, to the heritage of beliefs and 
values they have received. In the case of Paul-
Yvon, it all begins with a mother who was trained 
in Catholic Action in her youth. As a student, he 
spent six months at the Novitiate of the Brothers 
of the Sacred Heart. During his studies in 
forestry, he joined the Christian community of 
Laval University, in which Florence Pa- quet, his 
future wife, also participated. 

 
Florence became a nurse and mother of four 
children. She will support Paul-Yvon in all his 
commitments, while being involved in various 
causes herself. 
 
Paul-Yvon's most important commitment was 
the establishment of Les Constructions Ensemble 
work cooperative in 1986, where he worked for 
31 years. 
This represented, he says, 6,000 home renovation 
bids and over 2,000 completed contracts. He 
retired in 2016, which made headlines. Blanchet 
Fabric then featured him and his team of workers. 
 
But it is amazing to see all the other commitments 
of our president. For the people involved in social 
realities form a network that extends to the 
international level. Thus, Paul-Yvon found 
himself co-president of the World Movement of 
Christian Workers and participant in several 
international conferences. A co-president from 
Papua New Guinea, he learned Spanish in order 
to communicate with her. He was also involved 
as a churchwarden in his parish for six years. 
(Continued on p. 5: involvement )
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(Involvement ) 
 
This was the "headache" moment of selling a 
church for financial reasons. 
Paul-Yvon says, "My wife and I have lived this 
whole spiritual and committed life in the name 
of faith. This experience has given us meaning 
and passion." They have endured in their 
commitments because they have constantly 
renewed their faith, especially in the Christian 
Workers Movement. Looking to the future, he 
adds: "Because we believe that spirituality 
constitutes a component of the existence of the 
women and men of our time, we contribute by 
our originality to the destiny of the human 
condition (...). Our hope has grown since the 
appointment of Pope Francis in 2013. 

 

After reading this book, I fully agree with Paul-Yvon: 
the commitment of these people during half a century 
in Quebec City is a beautiful page of our history and 
deserves to be known. 
 
Now Paul-Yvon is putting his quest for "meaning and 
passion" to good use and his passion to the benefit of 
our association. I now understand better his capacity to 
last in what he undertakes, his practical sense in the 
various projects of our association and especially his 
desire to bequeath his legacy of convictions and 
values... A way to combine ideals and realism while 
giving the best of oneself. 
Thank you Paul-Yvon! 
 
Mgr Bertrand Blanchet 
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RAPPORT PRÉSENTÉ À L’ASSEMBLÉE 
GÉNÉRALE DU 20 AOÛT 2022 

 
 

 ASSOCIATION DES FAMILLES BLANCHET-TE D'AMERIQUE 
       

 ETATS DES RESULTATS  97 79 
     2020-2021 2021-2022 
     5187.08$ 5041.43 
REVENUS:    1-juill.-20 1-juill.-21 
x Member cotisations  2982.98 2228.76 
 Donations    1311.00 992.23 
 Book sales   50.00 
 General assembly august2020  0  
 General assembly august 2021  0 600.00 
 TOTAL    4422.27 3870.99 
DÉPENSES:      
 Pe-te caisse    100 $ 100.00 
 Le Tissu Blanchet, impr. enveloppes ( 3) 967.71 1019.76 
 Frais de déplacement   521.60$ 352.43 
 Assemblée gén.2021 (Hôtel)  600.00  
 Blason ques signet   743.31 70.54 
 Frais d’adm. + Memb.assurance FAFQ 204.00$ 234.00 
 registraire    36.24$ 34.00 
 Frais Bancaires   103.90 103.90 
 achat de livres   0  
 achat feuilles, photocopies, encre cle usb etc… 49.43  
 Entreposage oct 2020   1241.73$ 1241.73 
 fleurs (Denise Poudrier)  0  
 Virement placement Caisse Pop  0  
 Plaque Croix St-Pierre   0  
 TOTAL    4567.92 3156.36 
       
 18-juill.-22      

Surplus ou (déficit) de l’exercice   145.65 (d) 4.63(surplus) 
 Ginette Blanchet     

Statements	verified	by	Mr.	Yves	Blanchet
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How I met Mgr Bertrand Blanchet by 
Marcelle Blanchet 
 
I met Mgr Bertrand Blanchet for the first time on 
September 17, 1999. I was participating in an 
organized trip to France. Although we visited 
several cities, the highlight of our trip was 
Rosières-en-Santerre, the city of our ancestor 
Pierre Blanchet. 

 
This group trip lasted from September 17 to 
October 2, 1999. The bus that transported us was 
completely filled with Blanchet and Blan- chette 
whom I did not know. It was a rare thing in these 
groups, this one was composed almost 
exclusively of couples. Since I and the Monsignor 
were alone, we were paired up and sat in two 
adjacent seats. It was a good opportunity to get to 
know each other. 

 
At first we talked a little, but one morning he told 
me that he had a speech to prepare - he called it a 
blah-blah - and that he had to give it as soon as 
we returned to Quebec. And he said, "You should 
help me. If you wrote our trip for the Tissue, for 
example, I could work on my speech." 
 
So I started taking notes. Lots of notes. I even had 
to buy a big notebook along the way because the 
one I brought was full. 
 
We landed in Toulouse, France, and made a quick 
stop in Lourdes to put our trip under the 
patronage of Notre Dame, then we visited 
Carcassonne and Avignon where we had dinner 
with a group of Blanchets from the South of 
France. 
 
Then we went north through the Alps to Rosières 
in Picardy. We were received by all the members 
of the municipal council. We left a 
  
We left a souvenir plaque to be installed near the 
church by the care of the Mayor Le-Sueur. That 
day, we also had a meal with a Blanchet group 
from the North of France. 
 
 

We then visited Lyon, Cluny, Beaune, Dijon, 
Rouen, Giverny, Versailles and Paris. I will not 
name more. 

 
We left Paris to return to Canada after this most 
interesting journey. And I had always been the 
seatmate of Monseigneur! 
 
After the trip I wrote about our return to our roots 
in four or five issues of Le Tissu. This was my 
"entry into Le Tissu" where Monseigneur invited 
me on many occasions to submit texts. I quickly 
became the secretary of the Blanchet and 
Blanchette families of America for about ten 
years. I wrote about the events we experienced as 
an association, especially at our annual meetings. 
 
The first annual meeting that I was given to 
organize, practically alone, because I was the 
only member of the board of directors who lived 
in Quebec City, was the one held on August 19, 
2001 at the Citadelle of Quebec. And at the 
invitation of my lord, I began soon after to write 
"what Pierre could have seen and done in Quebec 
City after leaving his native France. 

 
When, in my text, Pierre and his young daughter 
moved to what later became Montmagny, I asked 
the Monsignor if he would like me to continue 
writing the story of Pierre Blanchet, until the end 
of his life. He replied, "Of course! This eventually 
led me to write the complete biography, which 
was first published as a serial in the Tissu. Then 
all the chapters were published in a volume that 
the Association still distributes on request, or for 
special occasions, such as visitors. 
(Suite p. 8 comment j’ai connu) 
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(…how i meet) 
 

As you can imagine, all these meetings, all this 
work kept me in contact with Monsignor Bertrand 
Blanchet. I then became a member of his 
professional family. And I continued to send him 
a text or a poem from time to time, even if it wasn't 
about Blanchet. For example, the story of the birth 
of the Christmas carol entitled "Sainte Nuit" in 
French, which we all know without really knowing 
where it comes from. As for me, I learned it during 
my travels in Europe. I wanted to share it with all 
our members. And the Monsignor agreed. 
 
Thank you, Monsignor. You have helped me 
considerably to develop my literary career by your 
welcome and your encouragement. And you have 
also helped me realize some of my greatest 
dreams. 
Marcelle Blanchet 

 

Mgr Bertrand Blanchet, évêque de Gaspé, lors 
de la confirmation de Line Alain, infirmière au 
CLSC de La Pocatière, à Paspébiac (Baie des 

Chaleurs) 

 

 
 

Marcelle Blanchette, Autrice des livres : «C’était 
hier», «Des instants de souvenirs», «Notre hiver» 

«L’Ancêtre Pierre Blanchet» 
 
 

Someone who likes to write: 
Marcelle Blanchet 

 
Shortly after the New Year, I received two 
publications signed by the person in our 
association most noted for her writing: Marcelle 
Blanchet. 
 
The Tissu Blanchet had first published a series of 
her articles on the trip to Rosières in 1999. Then, 
twenty-five articles in Le Tissu Blanchet 
introduced us to Pierre Blanchet and Marie 
Fournier, first in Quebec City, then on the South 
Shore. The result is a well-documented book with 
particularly well done historical reconstructions. 
Mgr Bertrand Blanchet 
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Report of the Board of Directors to the 
General Meeting of August 20, 2022 
 
The president underlines the presence of Mr. 
Gaby Blanchet, resident of California USA. He 
then proceeded to the presentation of his report. 
First of all, he underlined the 25th anniversary of 
the 
of the incorporation of our association in 1997. 
Several members present at this meeting were 
present in 1996 at the large gathering that 
followed the one in 1946 and that led to the 
incorporation in 1997. The president underlines 
the particular contribution of Mgr Ber- trand 
Blanchet, present with us today, who was 
responsible for the foundation of our association, 
and the presence of our treasurer, Mrs Ginette 
Blanchette, who has been a member of the Board 
of Directors since the creation of the first Board 
of Directors. To complete the picture, the 
president gave a portrait of the activities of the 
Board of Directors during the last year. 
 
Rodrigue Blanchet also presented the website and 
the elements that people who consult it can find. 

Participants to the General Assembly 
of August 20, 2022 IN 
MONTMAGNY 

Blanchet Ginette, Rimouski 

Blanchette Denise, Victoriaville 

Blanchet Marcelle, Québec 

Blanchette François, Greenfield Park Qc 

Lina Signa, Greenfield Park Qc 

Blanchette Régent, Longueuil 

The participants (suite) 
Blanchette Luc, Longueuil 

 
Madame Régent Blanchette, Longueuil 

Blanchet Michel, St-Honoré de Shenly Qc 

Larivière Francine St-Honoré de Shenly Qc 

Blanchette Paul-Yvon, Québec Qc 

Paquet Florence, Québec Qc 

Blanchet Michel, Lévis 

Ouellet Jacinthe, Lévis 

Blanchet Jean, St-Norbert d’Arthabaska Qc 

Martel Odette, St-Norbert d’Arthabaska Qc 

Blanchette Jean-Marc, La Pocatière Kamouraska 

Bussières Mariette, La Pocatière Kamouraska 

Blanchet Adrienne, Rimouski 

Blanchette Rodrigue, Lévis 
 

Blanchet Mgr Bertrand, La Pocatière 

Blanchet Claude, Québec 

Blanchet Gabriel, San Diago 
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Historical reminder 
The Corpus Christi procession by Michel 

Blanchet 
This month, I'd like to tell you about a religious 
event that used to take place every year in our 
village (St-Honoré de Shenly) 

 
Corpus Christi (Feast of the Blessed Sacrament 
of the Body and Blood of Christ) was a Catholic 
religious feast. It followed the feast of the Trinity, 
or the eighth Sunday after Easter, or sixty days 
after Easter. 
 
On the Saturday before the feast, the route that 
had been designated for the procession and the 
resting place was prepared. Small posts were 
placed along the route with flags of the Sacred 
Heart on the top and side of the post. The resting 
place was on a gallery, with a well-decorated altar 
and a large banner giving thanks to the Lord. The 
houses were decorated with flags of the Sacred 
Heart and decorated with beautiful flowers. It 
was a very beautiful religious event in our 
municipality. 
 
The course of the procession. 
 
At the end of the high mass, the priest (parish 
priest Ennis) took the monstrance, turned to the 
faithful and blessed them, an altar boy placed a 
heavy gold draped scarf on the priest's shoulders, 
he came down from the choir to go under the 
canopy which was carried by a religious 
organization. Each religious organization took 
their flag, for the procession that started; the bells 
rang out loudly and all the faithful followed the 
procession. Gildas Plante, in a small van, invited 
the faithful to pray and to sing beautiful hymns to 
the Sacred Heart. All along the route, the priest 
blessed the houses with the monstrance. The 
choir followed the procession and sang (Praise be 
to Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament at all 

  

Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament). The priest, before 
leaving the first resting place, made a prayer, then the 
procession was resumed to go to the last resting place on 
the gallery of the presbytery. Once again, the priest 
blessed the faithful and the procession ended in the 
church. 
Each year, the route of the procession was 
changed. If it was on the east side, the resting place 
was almost always on the gallery of Mr. Albert 
Carrier. If it was on the west side, it was on the 
gallery of Mr. Gérard Saint-Pierre. For the last 
resting place, it was either on the gallery of the 
presbytery or in front of the entrance of the Sainte-
Thérèse school. 
 
This religious event I often had to organize with 
my brother Claude who was sacristan. I had the 
opportunity to serve these masses several times. 
For me, this is part of our beautiful religious patri- 
moine and I keep a very good memory of it. on 
26/12/2016 
Michel Blanchet. 

 

Dialogue of Ancestor Pierre Blanchet and Marie 
Fournier (prepared by Rodrigue Blanchette and inspired 
by Marcelle Blanchet's book) 

PIERRE : 
 

The year 1665 was for me the year I decided to leave 
my Normandy to immigrate to New France. In 
Rosières, Normandy, there was little future for 
young people. So they had to seek their fortune 
elsewhere. 

That summer of 1665, several ships made the trip. 
Indeed, five ships carrying 200 soldiers each from 
the Carignan-Sa-Lières regiment landed in Quebec. 
In addition, three other ships carrying workers, 
young girls who will be able to marry and start 
families with young bachelors, already arrived for 
some time and also recently, equipment that New 
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France needed and horses. When I arrived in 
Quebec City, I had to serve as a hired hand to 
Simon Lefebvre. He lives on the heights of 
Notre-Dame-des-Anges. I had to serve him 
for three years to learn the trade of land 
clearing. Afterwards, I will be able to have a 
land, to settle there and to found a family. 

 

 

That morning, August 27, 1665, I went to the 
church like all the other new arrivals. Several 
soldiers and civilians had to receive, at the same 
time as me, the scapular of Our Lady of Mount 
Carmel. I will now wear the two small brown 
woolen ribbons around my neck, connected by a 
cord. This act of devotion has for goal to assure 
on this earth the protection of the Virgin, in the 
dangers of the soul and the body, and then a good 
death with the eternal Paradise. 

On the morning of October 15, my boss Mr. 
Simon Lefebvre of Angers, entrusted me with 
some errands to do. On my way to my destination 
to carry out my task a terrible storm hit me. A man 
at his window saw me on the road and invited me 
in. It was the first time I had the chance to meet 
Mr. Guillaume Fournier, his wife Dame 
Françoise Hébert and his children. 

So the conversation started. I presented my 
origins in Picardy. I discovered that Mr. 
Guillaume came from Normandy and that his 
wife Françoise was born in Quebec City. Yes, she 
is the daughter of the late Guillaume Hébert, 
himself the son of Louis Hébert, the first settler, 
Champlain's friend, who came to Quebec as an 
apothecary and settler. 

For my first Christmas, I had a nice invitation. 

The Fournier family kindly invited me to share a snack 
and to attend midnight mass with them. It was their 
daughter Marie, not Françoise (her mother) who 
accompanied the two men. Back at the house, a warm 
fireplace and a well-stocked table awaited us. It was my 
first dream to be back in New France with a beautiful 
wife and children. 

 

MARIE : 
 

I am the first child of Guillaume Fournier and 
Françoise Hébert. I was born on May 05, 1655, 
four years after my parents' marriage, which took 
place on November 20, 1651. My mother was 
only 13 years old and my father 28. My childhood 
was happy. I had to contribute quickly to help my 
mother, because the family grew quickly. 

The Christmas of 1665 really marked me. It was 
the first time since my early childhood that I 
could attend midnight mass. When I became 
responsible enough, I was the one who watched 
the little ones at home, while my parents and 
some of the children attended mass. To be able to 
attend midnight mass with my father and the new 
friend of my family was really a great gift. We 
walked to the church with my father and our new 
friend. My hand was very small in his, but I was 
very happy. 

Regularly, the new friend of my family visited us. 
In 1669, at the birth of
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my brother Pierre, the seventh child of the family, 
my parents asked our friend, Pierre Blanchet, to 
become my little brother's godfather. 

PIERRE : 
 

At the end of my 36 months of commitment, my 
friend and protector, Guillaume Fournier, agreed 
to leave me a lot. With a lot of courage and 
determination, I started to clear the land and to 
build, piece by piece, what will be my first house. 
Little by little, I would improve my home and 
enlarge the cleared land. 

On the morning of April 24, 1669, my friend and 
well-wisher Guillaume Fournier came to visit me. 
Françoise had just given birth to a new child. A 
godmother for the baptism was found. Anne 
Renaud, the wife of Simon Vignier, had accepted, 
but her husband was ab- sent. Guillaume had 
therefore come to ask me to be the godfather. 
Since I agreed to be the godfather, Guillaume 
informed me that he and Françoise had chosen to 
name their baby Pierre. In the afternoon, the 
procession headed to the church. After the 
ceremony, a reception had been planned. 

Before those present left the Fourniers' home, I 
took my courage in both hands and called out to 
Guillaume and his wife. "I have an important 
request to make to you: I ask for the hand of your 
daughter Marie. I had been thinking about it for a 
while. 

MARIE : 

I suspected that Peter was giving me the eye. He 
was paying special attention to me. I had just 
turned 14 the previous month. My mother had 
married well at 13. I was very responsible and able 
to keep house. I had the experience, being the 
oldest child in my family, and having learned to 
take care of my brothers and sisters. 

Since my brother's baptism, Pierre Blanchet had 
been coming to our house more and more often. 
My father had accepted his proposal of marriage. 
However, there were still many details to be 
worked out. As for me, I saw my future husband 
arrive with sparks in his eyes. I understood that it 
was a very important commitment, but I trusted 
myself and I also trusted the future. 

It is thus on October 3, 1669 that I committed 
myself, in front of the notary Pierre Duquet, with 
my future husband, to get married, with the 
consent of my parents. 

PIERRE : 

I was well aware that I had taken on a great 
responsibility by signing this contract in front of 
the notary and the Fournier family. I could not 
disappoint this family and all the people around 
us. Having little education, I hoped that I had 
understood all the essential elements of this 
precious contract. 

I still had a lot of work to do before I could house 
my future wife. It was going to be a big job, but I 
wasn't afraid of the responsibility or of working 
hard. The smile of my beloved had made my heart 
happy. 

MARIE : 
 

It is thus on February 17, 1670 that our marriage 
was celebrated at the Church of Notre-Dame of 
Quebec.
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My parents had decided that our wedding would 
take place on a Monday. A Monday, the 
traditional day, at the request of Monseigneur de 
Laval, our bishop. Pierre and I would have liked 
not to have to get married in the winter and 
especially in February. But my parents had 
explained to us that the preparations could not be 
completed before the end of November, that 
during the summer months, we could not get 
married, and that during the holiday season, it was 
impossible for the family to organize the wedding. 
So a Monday in February would be the best time. 

PIERRE : 
 

Finally, the wedding day arrived. When 
Guillaume, Françoise, Marie, the two witnesses 
and the Fourniers' numerous relatives arrived at 
the church, I had eyes only for my fiancée. She 
was beautiful in her festive attire. 
 
Finally, the ceremony went well. Marie and I had 
no hesitation in making our commitment to each 
other. We left the church hand in hand, followed 
by the procession, and headed for the Fournier 
home. After a very full day of feasting and eating, 
we thanked everyone present and left the family 
to take possession of our home together. 
 
By the light of the lantern, we lit the fire in the 
hearth: and it was our first kiss as husband and 
wife. We began a new life filled with plans and 
energy.

MARIE : 
 

It has now been eight months that Pierre and I share 
our happiness surrounded by my parents and our 
friends. This morning, October 13, 1670, my 
mother came to inform me that my father had sold 
his seigneury to the Intendant Jean Talon. The 
family will have to move. 

My father was tired of the problems caused by the 
succession left by my great-grandfather Sieur 
Louis Hébert. He recently lost his lawsuit 
concerning the distribution of the seigneury against 
my great-great aunt Guillemette Hébert. 

Our cousin Louis Couillard, lord of Les-Pinay had 
received letters of nobility in 1668. The seigneury 
he received, at the Rivière-du-Sud, had to be 
inhabited and cleared as soon as possible. It is thus 
at this place, near the river, at Pointe-à-la-Caille 
that my family will live. 

My mother reassured me by informing me that the 
move would not be soon. The family would spend 
the winter in Quebec City. It is only when the house 
is acceptable, that is to say the following summer, 
that the move will take place. 

PIERRE : 
 

It was on October 13, 1671 that the Fournier family 
moved. So I brought my contribution for the move. 
I had the opportunity to meet cousin Louis 
Couillard. I told him that I was interested in owning 
a concession. Without hesitation, he offered me a 
plot next to the Fournier's. 

When I came back home, I suggested to my wife 
that she accept this proposal. It was with a beaming 
face that my wife agreed to plan a move for us as 
well. Without hesitation, Marie and I went to the 
notary Becquet in Quebec City to sign the papers. 
The contract stipulated that the taking of 
possession had to be done within a year. That is, 



14  

before the winter of 1672. The commitment 
also stipulated that annual royalties would 
be required: three pounds in silver, three 
live capons, plus one sol of cens to cover all 
other expenses. 

MARIE : 
 

Because of my pregnancy, we delayed our move. 
It was on July 6, 1672 that Pierre and I welcomed 
our first child. Pierre-Alphonse, will be his name. 

It is at the beginning of September 1672 that we 
moved to Pointe-à-la-Caille. We took advantage 
of the fact that my father's schooner had come to 
deliver a cargo of wood to transport us, on its 
return, with our luggage. 

I was very happy to be able to get closer to my 
family. I had never left my family before. Being 
away from my mother and my brothers and sisters 
was a big worry for me. Being their neighbor will 
be a real joy. There will be difficulties, but I am 
sure that surrounded by my husband and my 
family, I will be able to face the daily difficulties. 
It is a new life that is opening up. 

PIERRE : 
 

Our first year at Pointe-à-la-Caille was intense, 
but Marie and I lived in the fullness of being 
surrounded by people who are precious to us. On 
November 14, 1673 I came to Quebec. The Lord 
Rouer de Villeray acquired it for 200 pounds. 
However, he did not agree to pay the 100 livres 
for half of the lot under the pretext that Marie is 
still a minor and that when she comes of age she 
may refuse to sell her part of the lot. Therefore, 
the transaction could not be completed until May 
16, 1680. However, we greatly needed this 
income. It was my father-in-law who had to 
intervene with the Lord and the notary so that the 
transaction could be completed on August 14, 

1674. 

Little Pierre-Alphonse was growing up. On June 15, 
1674, Pierre-Guillaume was born. The family was 
growing. Marie and I were very happy with this beautiful 
gift. 

MARIE : 
 

I gave birth to 16 children. Pierre and I have had to 
endure several bereavements. Nine of our children 
died in infancy. At that time, surviving was a 
challenge. Pierre and I lived some very beautiful 
years in Pointe-à-la-Caille. I was close to my 
parents and the children brightened our challenging 
daily lives. 

With the acquisition of the concession in La Ri- 
vière-du-Sud, we had the possibility of having the 
space required for our children to find a piece of 
land where they too could start a family, when the 
time came. Even though life was often hard and 
brought us sorrow, Pierre and I never lacked 
confidence in the future of our family. 

Pierre is not in the best of health. I don't know if 
this is due to his ocean crossing, which was 
certainly very rough, or if he didn't have great 
resistance in his youth. But, I know that now we 
have to watch him. He is at risk of  

He is often in danger of exceeding his physical 
capacities, being a man of heart and courage. 

PIERRE : 
 

Here I am at the threshold of autumn of my life. The 
death of my father-in-law and friend grieves me a lot. 
This October 24, 1699 was a very sad day because we 
learned of Guillaume's death. Losing loved ones is 
always a moment of recollection on one's own existence. 
Marie and I have experienced many bereavements. Many 
of our children have not had the chance to live among us. 
We are always saddened by this. But we need to 
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appreciate what they were to us, even if they have 
left us. 

When I take stock of the road I have traveled 
since I left my Normandy home, I believe that 
most of the decisions I have made have been 
beneficial to me. I had the great fortune, when I 
arrived in New France, to meet a person who has 
been kind to me throughout my life and 
moreover, he agreed to entrust me with his grown 
daughter to make her my beloved wife and the 
mother of our children. Yes, the work was hard. 
But compared to the wars, famine, infectious 
diseases and poverty that have decimated the 
people of Europe, I consider that the hard work 
we faced day after day has rewarded us well. 
From weaver to farmer, I have tried to make the 
best of it. 

Marie, our children and grandchildren are my 
pride and joy. I have contributed with other people 
of heart and courage to build a French people in 
this new world and I am honored. I am sure that 
my family will continue to grow will continue to 
grow in the respect of the values that we have 
transmitted to them. Marie and I had the chance 
and the happiness to grow up in families where 
complicity, sharing, love, mutual aid, work and 
honor were the rules of life. Together, we have 
supported these rules and we have passed them on 
to our children. My greatest happiness will be that 
these rules will also continue to set the course for 
the generations to come. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MARIE : 
 

Pierre is more and more unwell. The worries 
exhaust him. Facing a trial is a heavy ordeal for 
him. Perhaps, he had been a little negligent in 
cutting wood, for the second time, at the 
neighbor's; but his intention was not dishonest. 

It was on April 12, 1709 that I saw my beloved 
husband leave us after having received the last 
sacraments and dictated his will to the priest. I 
feel sad and a little deprived in front of this 
invaluable loss. I will miss Pierre for the rest of 
my life on this earth. But, I have faith that I will 
find him again one day. 

I was blessed to have met a good and generous 
man when I was only 10 years old. I have never 
regretted sharing my life with the man who chose 
me. I am convinced that no other man could have 
made me happier.   Pierre was for me a good, 
devoted and loving husband. We have had a 
happy and rewarding life together. We have 
raised beautiful children who make me proud. I 
am overwhelmed by the grandchildren I have 
around me, the happiness and joy of living this 
privilege every day 

PIERRE BLANCHET ET MARIE FOURNIER 
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